DRAFT

MINUTES OF MEETING OF POULTON WITH FEARNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 29th June 2026:19.00pm

PART ONE – OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Present:  Cllr Sue Emery (Chair) 
Cllrs: Bonsall: Rydzkowski: Sheriden: Butler: Warnock-Smith: Mansley: Kerr-Brown: Knowles: Gillham 

J. Perry (Parish Clerk- PC)

Apologies: Cllrs: Ball: Friend 

027/26-27: Welcome

1. Cllr Emery welcomed everyone to the meeting.

028/26-27: Police Report

1. The police were not present. Members acknowledge their most recent report. Cllr Butler pointed out that since the reduction in the number of PCSO’s that speed checking is not done. 

029/26-27: Questions from the Public 

1. Mr Jones stated that whilst 3rd July is the Warrington Walking Day that it is also the day for the daffodil replant. Mr Jones requested that the Parish Council Ground Staff assist with this. ACTION PC to notify the Ground Staff.
2. A member of the public gave the Parish Council a vote of thanks to the Parish Councillors for their work as many issues have been resolved. For example, the rubbish at the back of the Fearnhead shops.
3. Mr Mayes discussed the Walking Day UNESCO bid and that it is now time to meet with Assistant Clerk to start the process. ACTION: Asst PC 
4. Mr Jones asked if the Parish Council could obtain a schedule of works from WBC for the ground’s maintenance in the Parish. ACTION: PC

030/26-27: Minutes from the previous meeting

1.The previous meeting minutes (19.05.26) were agreed as an accurate representation and were proposed by Cllr Butler and seconded by Cllr Rydzkowski.


031/26-27: Kennedy Hall

1. The Parish Clerk presented a paper of the current situation concerning Kenndy Hall and the potential for Families United to become new occupants. The PC met with Horizon Performing Arts Group, and they have since agreed to disband and vacate the property.

2. It was stated that Families United would be seeking a 25-year lease in order to secure long term funding. Families United are currently negotiating a change in their charity status to a Charity Incorporated Organisation (CIO) and as such it would be September of this year before any official contacts could be signed. However, the Parish Council could write a ‘letter of understanding’. Discussions will need to take place about lease details and rental costs. ACTION: PC to do some research.

3. Families United are looking to move onto Bennetts Rec as soon as possible with a temporary mobile office unit. The PC has suggested that we could convert one of the changing rooms so that this becomes a more secure space. Again, a discussion on ground rent would need to be agreed. ACTION: PC to explore options.

4. It was accepted by the members that there was going to be a legal cost to enable this transfer. 

5. It was unanimously agreed to start the process for the legal transfer of Kennedy Hall from Horizon to the Parish Council and then leased to Families United. It was also agreed that we allow Families United to temporally site themselves on Bennetts Rec. ACTION: PC  

  

032/26-27: Events and Sports

1. The Chair thanked Cllr Bonsall for all her hard work in ensuring a successful Walking Day. A member of the public stated that there had been great feedback from those who attended. There would be a debrief shortly with all the volunteers. Cllr Rydzkowski stated that Woolston Parish Council had agreed to donate £500.00 towards the running costs for next year and beyond. It was agreed that Cllr Bonsall could book the band again for next year.
 
2. The Events Working Group will be meeting on Monday 13th July

3. The PC presented a paper outlining the application from two football clubs to use Bennetts Rec for season 26/27. The Finance and Staffing Committee had agreed to the income plan which would raise upward to £4,000 income. It was recognised that we now need to explore the type of equipment we have on site and its value for football activities. The Parish Council unanimously agreed to the use of Bennetts Rec for the football 265/27 season. 

4. The Parish Council asked the PC to explore the exchange of the tractor for a smaller version and also the purchase of a ride on mower in order to facilitate football pitches and also the forthcoming events programme. 


033/26-27: Planning Matters

1. Current planning applications and enforcement communications were noted
    

034/26-27: Finance and Staffing Report 

Cllr Warnock-Smith reported to the council various finance and staffing updates.

1. The AGAR is now in the 30-day public scrutiny period, and all necessary advertising notice has been given. One member of the public requested a meeting to inspect the records, and a day/time was agreed. The member of the public later cancelled the meeting. PK Littlejohn had been in touch regarding the 2024/25 submission with a series of questions, primarily related around grant applications and food bank funding. The PC was in the process of responding to these requests. ACTION: PC

2. The Parish Clerk reported that the Parish Council had now submitted the VAT requests for all the three previous years and that we have now received a £29,601.56 rebate. The Parish Councillors thanked the Asst Clerk for all his work on this project.

3.  All HMRC records are now up to date and that we currently have no outstanding monies owed. 

4.  The current balance (25.06.26) is £265,479.70 with an income of £30,388.56 and expenditure of £26,474.07. The detailed income/expenditure for June was noted.

Detailed Income:
	HMRC
	29,601.56

	Events
	500.00

	Foodbank
	287.00



Detailed Expenditure:
	Salaries
	5,465.04

	HMRC
	2,041.98

	Cheshire Pensions
	1,868.26

	Charge Card (FB)
	467.64

	Utilities
	719.00

	Mobile Phones
	27.00

	Computers
	65.40

	Payroll
	38.00

	Insurance
	6,151.58

	Cleaning materials
	59.44

	Water
	97.90

	Walking Day Band
	600.00

	Fuel
	205.58

	Skip Hire
	240.00

	Heating repair
	348.00

	Tree Services
	5,000.00

	Bank charges
	4.25

	Staff Training
	75.00

	Walking Day Medical
	1,700.00

	New Build drawings
	1,300.00


 

5. Cllr Warnock-Smith stated that the Finance and Staffing Committee had undertaken a review of the budget before a commitment to the new build was given. The projected costs for the new build had increased and the initial budget of £50,000 and a £10,000 contingency had now reached a total of £58,000. Considering that we have had an unexpected cost for tree removal together with additional costs for new equipment and potential legal fees for the Kennedy Hall project it was proposed that the new build be postponed and that a rereview would be undertaken in September. This proposal was unanimously agreed. 

6. Cllr Knowles stated that a tree review and yearly budget needed to be set. ACTION: PC

7. Cllr Warnock-Smith stated that the assets on the risk register were possibly over-valued and that this was impacting on the insurance costs. He proposed that the PC seek professional advice to value the assets. This was unanimously agreed. ACTION: PC

8. Cllr Warnock-Smith stated that the foodbank charge cards had now been returned and that any residual charges would be taken from the grant award given to FMG.


035/26-27: Bennetts Rec 

1. It was recognised that the current issues on Bennetts Rec had already been discussed. 


036/26-27: Ward Councillor Reports

1. Cllr Gillham reported the usual issues around hedges, trees and footpaths. It was noted that WBC have little staffing to cover the whole area. Mr Jones asked whether the Parish Council could arrange the removal of the waste from some areas. The Chair agreed to this and instructed Mr Jones to contact the Parish Clerk. Cllr Gillham noted that Mill Close Bridge is programmed with some funding for this financial year. 

2. Cllr Rydzkowski noted that the Sandiford Estate and road was not quitter finished but is getting there. WBC are being quite proactive, and this has been helped via Charlotte Nichols office. However, all is positive. Residents are all pleased yet still cautious as its not been done yet. Some speed monitoring on Padgate Lane has been done but not enough. Cllr Rydzkowski requested that the Parish Council raise this with the Police. ACTION: PC 

3. Cllr Kerr-Brown reported that the tipper wagons were still a daily problem on Populars and also around the Mill House. Dave Vasey went around with Cllr Kerr-Brown and there are 100 deliveries per day resulting in 200 vehicle movements. The new road should have stated by now and Cllr Kerr-Brown has asked that this be speeded up. Communications with residents has been an issue and Cllr Kerr-Brown is discussing this with stakeholders. Mr Jones raised the issue of vehicles around Delph Lane. Cllr Kerr-Brown stated that they have the same issue around the campus build and the same contractors using unauthorised routes.

4. Cllr Emery stated that CBRA had complained about a person in Montrose Close knocking on doors and asking for money. The housing officer was informed and the practice has stopped. Cllr Emery raised the issue of an increase in mental health issues. Cllr Emery also noted that the bin contamination has now gone and recognised the good work of councillors. 



PART TWO – Closed to the public


036/26-27: Ward Councillor Reports

The meeting ended at 20.45pm

 
Date and time of next meetings

Full Council Meeting: Monday 27th July at 19.00hrs




