

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF POULTON WITH FEARNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 19TH MAY 2026:18.00pm

PART ONE – OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Present:  Cllr Sue Emery (Chair) 
Cllrs: Bonsall: Rydzkowski: Sheriden: Ball: Butler:  Warnock-Smith: Friend

J. Perry (Parish Clerk- PC)

Apologies: Cllrs: Kerr-Brown: Knowles: Mansley: Gillham

Members of the public: Two residents

APM 01/26.27: Welcome

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everyone that for the purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting  that all attending are classed as ‘residents’, except the Chair. 

APM 02/26.27: Chairs Annual Statement

Last year when I stood here to deliver my annual report, I don’t think any of us imagine just how challenging the following 12 months would become. There were difficult moments, uncertainty, pressure behind the scenes, and times when it would’ve been very easy for morale to dip. But what I am most proud of tonight is this: we will not stand still. We kept going for our community. We kept believing in what our Parish Council could be become. And today, I can honestly say that we are the stronger, more positive and more ambitious position than we have been in a very long time. One of the most important decisions we made this year was the appointment of our new Clerk, John. Initially appointed on the three-month probationary period, it very quickly became clear that John was exactly what Council needed. His professionalism, commitment, and knowledge heled put this Council firmly back on the right path. He has worked tirelessly to resolve legal matters, addressed staffing issues and bring structure, and stability where it was needed most.  John, your hard work has not gone unnoticed on behalf of this Council and the wider community, thank you. This year has also marked a real turning point for community activity within our parish. How many years, as a community worker and chairperson, I have felt I was trying to organise events almost alone, driven by a passion for bringing people together and making Bennetts Recreation Ground the beating heart of our community. But this year feels different. This year feels exciting. This year feels like teamwork. We now have an active enthusiastic events planning group, full of ideas, energy, and determination to create events that bring families and residents together. And we are already seen the results. The circus on Bennetts Recreation Ground was an outstanding success and brought real joy to our community. In June, we will host our Walking Day celebrations. In August, we have a traders market planned. September will bring a community Sunday event, and November we are looking forward to a firework fright night that promises to be something truly special. These events are not just dates on the calendar. They are opportunities for people to come together, to feel pride in where they live, and to create memories for children and families across Poulton North and South. I also want to recognise the contribution of our Parish Council. We have welcomed new counsellors, such as Dee and Chris, alongside the continued dedication of Michell, who has served community for many years. What has been wonderful to see is how more and more counsellors are now getting involved, stepping forward with ideas, support, and enthusiasm. Together, you are helping make the long held dreams for Bennetts Recreation Ground become a reality, and I thank everyone of you for your commitment. Finally, I want to say what an honor and privilege it has been to serve as chair of this Parish Council over the last few years. Public service is not always easy, but it is worthwhile when you can see general progress being made for the people where you represent. Tonight, I can say with pride that the communities of Poulton North and South are represented by an outstanding group of elected members who care deeply about the future of this Parish. We have faced challenges. We have learned lessons. But most importantly, we are moving forward together with renewed energy, renewed purpose, and a great optimism for the future. Thank you. Cllr Sue Emery.


APM 03/26-27: Residents Issues

Mr Jones from Cinnamon Brow Residents Association thanked the Parish Council for the support over the year and that much of what CBRA has achieved has, in some way, been helped  by the support of the Parish Council. 

A member of the public asked about Longbarn Park ands who owns it. It was clarified that it is operated by Warrington Borough Council although the Parish Council do fund the Friends of Longbarn Park who do a great job in helping to maintain the park. 

The meeting ended at 18.30pm  

