DRAFT

MINUTES OF MEETING OF POULTON WITH FEARNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 19th May 2026:19.00pm

PART ONE – OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Present:  Cllr Sue Emery (Chair) 
Cllrs: Bonsall: Rydzkowski: Sheriden: Gillham: Ball: Butler: Warnock-Smith: Friend

J. Perry (Parish Clerk- PC)

Apologies: Cllrs : Mansley: Kerr-Brown: Knowles: Mellor

013/26-27: Welcome

Cllr Emery welcomed everyone to the meeting and with it being the Annual Parish Council Meeting called for nominations for the office of Chair for the next Parish Council year.

014/26-27: Appointment of Chair 2026/2027

It was proposed by Cllr Sheriden and seconded by Cllr Friend that Cllr Emery be nominated for the office as Chair. There were no other nominations. It was voted unanimously that Cllr Emery be appointed as Chair. Cllr Emery accepted the appointment and signed the Declaration of Office in the presence of the Clerk. 

015/26-27: Appointment of Vice Chair 

It was proposed by Cllr Sheriden and seconded by Cllr Friend that Cllr Warnock-Smith be nominated for the office as Vice Chair. There were no other nominations. It was voted unanimously that Cllr Warnock-Smith be appointed as Vice Chair. Cllr Warnock-Smith accepted the appointment and signed the Declaration of Office in the presence of the Clerk

016/26-27: Appointments to Finance and Staffing Committees

Councillors discussed the appointments to sub-committees and Members were asked if they wished to be considered for any particular committee. It was resolved that the following members be appointed to the Finance and Staffing Committee: Mansley;Bonsall;Friend;Butler;Emery with Cllr Warnock-Smith as Chair.

017/26-27: Code of Conduct for Members

Poulton with Fearnhead Parish Council’s Code of Conduct was last updated in 2025/26. The Clerk stated that there are no proposed changes to the Code of Conduct for 2026/27. It was proposed by Cllr Butler and seconded by Cllr Bonsall and unanimously resolved that Poulton with Fearnhead Parish Council adopt the current Code of Conduct (2025/26).
017/26-27: Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

Poulton with Fearnhead Parish Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were last updated in 2025/26. The Clerk stated that there are no proposed changes to the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. It was proposed by Cllr Butler and seconded by Cllr Friend and unanimously resolved that Poulton with Fearnhead Parish Council adopt the current Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (2025/26).  


018/26-27: Police reports

The police were not present. Members acknowledge their most recent report. The Chair stated that she had met with Neil and that his focus will be on schools. It was also recognised that his remit has increased and that he attendance at the Parish Council meetings may be restricted. 

019/26-27: Questions from members of the public

1. A member of the public raised concerns regarding the rubbish behind the shops. The Chair stated that she was aware of the issue and that on occasions the Parish Council’s ground staff had removed the rubbish. It was recognised that this was not a sustainable solution. The issue of the rubbish is not solely the responsibility of WBC as it’s Muir Housing property. Cllr Friend stated that he would write to WBC. ACTION: Cllr Friend
2. A member of the public raised concerns about the footpaths around Station Road North and Dell Road. It was suggested that WBC had some new finances available for repairs. The Chair said that she would take some photographs and report to WBC. ACTION: Cllr Emery
3. Mr Jones updated the Parish Council on a number of areas. Following further complaints by residents the Mill Lane bridge repairs are now a priority for WBC. The farmhouse in CLN development is still in a derelict condition and the windows yet again have had their boarding removed. It is not clear whether it is vandalism or action by Emerald Bay. Cllr Friend responded that all was okay. David Wilson Homes have given their permission for thew removal of daffodil bulbs at the university campus. Mr Jones will update the PC on the provisional date (5th June) as all volunteers are welcome. Longbarn Residents Association have been informed. 

020/26-27: Minutes from the previous meeting

1. The previous meeting minutes (27.04.26) were agreed as an accurate representation and were proposed by Cllr Sheriden and seconded by Cllr Bonsall.

[bookmark: _Hlk216774205]021/26-27: Previous meeting action points updates

1. Walking Day and UNESCO (119/25-26:1) - A discussion tool place with Mr Mayer present. It was agreed that the Assistant Clerk would lead the project and arrange to meet with Mr Mayer. ACTION: APC: We missed first deadline but will prepare paperwork for the next submission.
2. Kennedy Hall (138/25-26:2) –. There are still concerns over ownership and a copy of the deeds was requested. The Clerk needs to write to Horizon to request that these are provided. The Chair also updated members on the possible new relationship with Families United and a possible partnership with Horizon and Kennedy Hall. The Clerk was to arrange a meeting of key stakeholders. ACTION: PC: Clerk has written to Horizon. No response yet. Meeting with Families United has taken place. 
3. Woolston Parish Council and Walking Day (SR) 133/25-26:3 – meeting being held on 31.03.26. This has been agreed and we are waiting to hear from them. END: £500.00 received. 
4. VAT returns (134/25-26:1f) to be prioritised following AGAR submission. The AGAR has been submitted, and the Assist Clerk has started work on 23/24 VAT data. ACTION: APC: This is ongoing
5. Tipper wagons (JKB) 136/25-26:4 - ongoing
6. Brook rubbish removal (JP) 137/25-26:2 – ongoing
7. Lease documentation (JP) 137/25-26:3 – Need to request the documentation from Steels solicitors. Contact with Steels has taken place and the Clerk will be arranging fort Cllrs to view the documentation, and also key papers will be scanned. ACTION: PC: This will be requested this week. 
8. Mill Close Bridge (JP – 141/25-26:3): Waiting from response from WBC Chief Executive.
9. Pond on Bennetts Rec rejuvenate (MM -003/26-27:2) ACTION: MM: to contact the member of public.
10. 276 Padgate Lane and trees/rubbish and anti-social behaviour, monitoring. Issue with this as its an escape route for the Walking Day. Possible to get the ground staff to remove the rubbish and ‘trim’ the bushes. Also Cllr Bonsall to speak to Glynn (road barriers) ACTION: PC and DB: ongoing 
11. Parish Plan – APC (012/26-27:1): PwFPC to look at adopting a Parish Plan. ACTION: APC: The APC to research and meet with Cllr Gillham.
12. The Chair has a list of stallholders for the Funday that needs to go onto a spreadsheet. ACTION: JB.

022/26-27: Planning Matters

     1. Current planning applications and enforcement communications were noted
     2. Planning Application 2026/00575/FULH was discussed, and it was noted that 
         we had received some concerns/objections from members of the public. It was  
         resolved that we object to the three-storey proposal with an acceptance of two- 
         storey. ACTION: PC.


      

023/26-27: Events Working Group Report

1. The Clerk reported that the Circus had now finished and was a success. Reports back from Councillors indicate that it was professionally operated with good feedback from the public. It was noted that Circus Funtasia did respect the location and its facilities. The Clerk thanked the Councillors that attended and it was also noted that Circus Funtasia appreciated our input. Yulian reported that sales were okay and that he would like to return next year. It was agreed that we should send an official thankyou to Yulian and his team. ACTION: PC. 
2. Cllr Bonsall provided an update on Walking Day. The event plan is complete and is still waiting for WBC Dave Vasey to get back. A marching band has now been engaged. Still some concerns on the number of marshals for the event although Parish Council members and staff are also able to now attend and will be positioned at St Oswalds Church. More community groups would be good and PC to invite Orford FC. 
3. The Clerk reiterated that the events are a significant resource issue for the Parish Council in terms of time/money and expertise. The firework event is a major event for us and one that will require some ‘professional’ input. The PC has contacted Chester University to speak to the Programme Leader for their Events courses, and it is hoped that they will be able to provide some assistance. However, the firework night needs to be discussed in more detail. ACTION: PC 

024/26-27: Finance and Staffing Report 

1. Cllr Warnock-Smith reported to the council various finance and staffing updates.
a. The accounts were discussed and the Income/Expenditure accounts and the Bank Reconciliations were agreed by members. The current expenditure is £36,128.55 with an income of £262,918.00. 
b. A discussion took place concerning the valuation of assets. The insurance value of the building is in excess of what is required. This will need to be reviewed. ACTION: PC
c. Cllr Warnock-Smith reported that the AGAR was now with PDK Littlejohn for processing. The AGAR will need to be published on the website on 3rd June. ACTION: PC
d. Listing of current final expenditure items is submitted below.
Computer support: £44.90
Bank fees: £4.25
Knapsack: £42.00
Chalc: £1631.80
Water utility: £83.79
AGAR Audit: £384.00
Machine tools: £21.98
Utlities: £719.00
Phones: £27.00
Payroll: £38.00
Fuel: £240.33
Office computers: £65.40
Wood repair: £31.50
Ink: £39.60
Tools: £77.48
Phone: £48.36
Charge card: £508.09
Bank fees: £4.25
e. The current balance is £271,327.23
f. Future financial considerations are the national pay ward/increases in new build costs/tax arrears/tree survey and legionella costs.
g. Staff are currently on a three day first aid course.
h. An asset review will take place this summer. 
2. Cllr Butler asked when the charge card process will cease and the Clerk confirmed that this should be before the end of this current month. 

025/26-27: Ward Councillor Reports 

1. Cllr Friend/Rydzkowski stated that Church field is part of the education department of WBC. Cllr Friend also stated that the foliage on West View has no affect on Bennets Rec although some trimming is needed. 
2. Cllr Rydzkowski stated that a meeting was held United Utilities and Morris Homes concerning the Sandiford Estate and that the residents are happy with outcomes. 


026/26-27: Bennetts Recreation Ground

1. The PC noted that the increases in events on Bennetts Rec will have some resource consequences. 


The meeting ended at 20.30pm

 
Date and time of next meetings

Full Council Meeting: Monday 29th June at 19.00hrs
Finance and Staffing Committee: Monday 29th June at 18.00hrs
Full Council Meeting: Monday 27th July at 19.00hrs




