

MINUTES OF MEETING OF POULTON WITH FEARNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 27th April 2026:19.00pm

PART ONE – OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Present:  Cllr Sue Emery (Chair) 
Cllrs: /Mansley/ /Bonsall/Rydzkowski/Sheriden: Gillham: Mellor: Ball:Butler

J. Perry (Parish Clerk- PC)

Apologies: Cllrs Warnock-Smith: Kerr-Brown: Knowles: Green: Friend

001/26-27: The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

002/26-27: Police reports

The police were not present. Members acknowledge their most recent report. 

003/26-27: Questions from members of the public

1. Mr Jones thanked the Parish Council for arranging a meeting room for Cinnamon Brow Residents Association. 
2. Cllr Mansley had received a request from a member of public concerning the pond on Bennetts Rec and that it was once a pond where fishing could take place. Cllr Mansley was going to ask him to contact the clerk. ACTION: MM
3. The Clerk and some councillors (UG:JKB) had received a communication from Longbarn Residents Association (LRA) concerning the embankment on Harpers Road. Cllr JKB had emailed the council officers concerning the first cut and is waiting for a response. The Clerk will write back to LRA.  ACTION: PC 
4. An update was provided by the PC on the issue at 276 Padgate Lane. The resident has completed the relevant forms for WBC, and the situation will be monitored. It is noted that the alley is an evacuation route for the Walking Day and it may be necessary for our ground staff to clear the area. The PC will monitor. ACTION: PC 

004/26-27: Minutes from the previous meeting

1. The previous meeting minutes were agreed as an accurate representation and were proposed by Cllr Emery and seconded by Cllr Mansley.

[bookmark: _Hlk216774205]005/26-27: Previous meeting action points updates

1. Walking Day and UNESCO (119/25-26:1) - A discussion tool place with Mr Mayer present. It was agreed that the Assistant Clerk would lead the project and arrange to meet with Mr Mayer.  ACTION: APC
2. Kennedy Hall (138/25-26:2) – The Chair provided an update that she had met with Horizon together with Cllr AWS. They have a plan to refurbish the venue although access to grants will be limited due to little activity taking place. There are still concerns over ownership and a copy of the deeds was requested. The Clerk needs to write to Horizon to request that these are provided. The Chair also updated members on the possible new relationship with Families United and a possible partnership with Horizon and Kennedy Hall. The Clerk was to arrange a meeting of key stakeholders. ACTION: PC
3. Mr Tate and football (JP) 133/25-26:4 – extension given until end of June. This is still under review.
4. Volunteers/Marshalls and training for events (JP & DB) 133/25-26:3,4 – Cllr Mansley has designed a new poster and this was on all social sites. New training dates have been arranged. 
5. Woolston Parish Council and Walking Day (SR) 133/25-26:3 – meeting being held on 31.03.26. This has been agreed and we are waiting to hear from them.
6. VAT returns (JP) 134/25-26:1f – to be prioritised following AGAR submission. Ther AGAR will be submitted this week and the Assist Clerk has started work on 23/24 data. 
7. Policies on the website: (JP) 135/25-26:2 – completed 
8. Tipper wagons (JKB) 136/25-26:4 - ongoing
9. Brook rubbish removal (JP) 137/25-26:2 – ongoing
10. Lease documentation (JP) 137/25-26:3 – Need to request the documentation from Steels solicitors. Contact with Steels has taken place and the Clerk will be arranging fort Cllrs to view the documentation, and also key papers will be scanned. ACTION: PC
11. Mill Close Bridge (JP – 141/25-26:3): Waiting from response from WBC Chief Executive.


006/26-27: Planning Matters

     1 Current planning applications and enforcement communications were noted

007/26-27: Events Working Group Report

1. Cllr Mansley reported back on the meeting of the Events Working Group. 
a. The Circus are now on site. Cllrs that are attending the event need an ‘crib sheet’.  Action: PC.
b. Cllr Bonsall provided an update on Walking Day. The event plan is complete and waiting for WBC Dave Vasey to get back. Some issues with getting a marching band. Cllr Ball provided some suggestions and a budget of £650.00 was agreed by members. ACTION: Cllr Bonsall.
c. An Event Plan will be needed for the Fun Day and Cllr Bonsall will complete following the Walking Day. ACTION: Cllr Bonsall
d. The Chair has a list of stall holders in paper format. Cllr Butler agreed to place on a spreadsheet. ACTION: Cllr Butler.
e. Cllr Mansley stated that we had not heard back from Hayden concerning the marshals for walking day and also the 90’s themed event. It was agreed that we need to contact him to find out his commitment.
2. Cllr Emery stated that Orford FC are wanting to meet with us. ACTION: PC
3. reported back on Walking Day preparations. The health and safety elements of the event had been run past the WBC Event Advisory Board and they have reported back with some suggestions. Cllr Bonsall will work through these. Counter Terrorism actions were discussed. It was noted that Cllr Emery will be the ‘Event Control’ for the event. 
4. There was a general view that we need to publish more of what we do. 
5. The Clerk stated that the events we are undertaking are significant, from a resource perspective and a knowledge base that is necessary. The firework event is a major event for us and one that will require some ‘professional’ input. The PC has contacted Chester University to speak to the Programme Leader for their Events courses. 

008/26-27: Finance and Staffing Report 

1. Cllr Butler reported to the council various finance and staffing updates.
a. The end of year accounts were discussed and the Income/Expenditure accounts and the Bank Reconciliations were agreed by members. Highline figures are a net income of £213,157.23 with a net expenditure of £225,142.96 with a bank surplus of £44,537.78. 
b. A discussion took place concerning the valuation of assets. The insurance value of the building is in excess of what is required. This will need to be reviewed. ACTION: PC
c. The PC reported that the AGAR was complete and ready for sending to the External Auditor. Based on the Internal Audit report we still have some work to do, although there was a consensus that we are now in a better place. Members unanimously agreed to accept the AGAR reports and submit.  ACTION: PC
d. Listing of current final expenditure items is submitted below.
Utilities: £719.00
Firework deposit: £1000.00
Tarmac: £194.40
Office Broadband: £36.00
Data Licence: £52.00
Computer Support: £29.40
Fun Day Band: £232.50
Visual Displays: £180.00
HMRC: £8498.83 
Salaries: £5369.18
HMRC: £2162.57
Cheshire Pensions: £1775.66
Foodbank Charge card: 631.20
Fuel: £134.08
e. The current balance was £19,492.04 with the Precept revenue due by the end of this month. 

009/26-27: Ward Councillor Reports 

1. Cllr Gillham stated that muir Housing is going to look at the parking bay/footpath on Mathers Close. Also, that LRA had been in touch regarding the tress on the embankment as discussed earlier. Cllr Gillhamn also reported to Cllr Butler that Cllr JKB had contacted WBC as the tipper wagons for the building at Winwick were breaching their conditions. 
2. Cllr Rydzkowski sated that WBC would look into the unadopted road on the Sandiford Estate. There were also parking issues on Oakland Street as a consequence of the King and Queen now restricting access to their car park. 
3. Cllr Emery stated that she had met with Cinnamon Farm Club and reiterated to them that we were not taking the car park from them. Cllr Emery will monitor the parking issues around this site. 

010/26-27: Bennetts Recreation Ground

1. Planning permission application for the new build has been sent and is now under consultation. The PC reported that we could be faced with a higher quote due to the middle east conflict and rising costs.
2. Remedial work was undertaken on the road surface although we need to view how the Sation House car park was resurfaced and look at following their lead. ACTION: PC
3. The PC has instructed the ground team to undertake a tree survey of all the trees that are within the boundaries of high public access.

011/26-27: Cllr Green Resignation

1. Cllr Emery reported that Cllr Green had stepped down due to ill health and that we now had three vacancies that required filling. 
 
012/26-27: Parish Plan

1. Cllr Gillham discussed the need for us to have a Parish Plan for our 5/10 year          strategy and to help publish what the parish Council do and engage the public. It was agreed that the Assistant Clerk would lead on this project with Cllr Gillham. 

The meeting ended at 21.10pm

 
Date and time of next meetings

Annual Parish Meeting: Tuesday 19th May at 19.00hrs
Parish Meeting: Tuesday 19th May at 18.00hrs
Full Council Meeting: Monday 29th June at 19.00hrs
Finance and Staffing Committee: Monday 29th June at 18.00hrs
Full Council Meeting: Monday 27th July at 19.00hrs




