

MINUTES OF MEETING OF POULTON WITH FEARNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 30th March 2026:19.00pm

PART ONE – OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Present:  Cllr Sue Emery (Chair) 
Cllrs: Warnock-Smith/Mansley/Friend/Bonsall/Rydzkowski/Sheriden 

J. Perry (Parish Clerk- PC)

Apologies: Cllrs Kerr-Brown: Ball: Gillham: Knowles: Green

139/25-26: The Chair, on behalf of the whole council, congratulated Cllr Ball on his tremendous efforts on his 24hr run for the Mayor’s charity. 

140/25-26: Police reports

The police were not present. Members acknowledge their most recent report. The Chair offered congratulations to Neil on retaining his role after the recent review. However, it is noted that his remit and role have been expanded to include other areas.  

141/25-26: Questions from members of the public

1. Mr Jones (representing Cinnamon Brow Residents Association – CBRA) highlighted that CBRA were having difficulty securing a meeting room. The Chair suggested that PwFPC could book the rooms at Fearnhead Community Centre on their behalf. ACTION: PC
2. Mr Jones has requested a response on the ownership of Kilsyth Close /Brook. Cllr Emery stated that the land does not belong to WBC but the developer. The ditch at the back is WBC. However, as the ditch is dried up WBC are rejecting resident claims. This has been supported by the local MP. 
3. Mr Jones stated that Mill Close bridge is still in a state of disrepair. Cllr Sheriden passed this onto Cllr Gillham who has stated that there were no cables that would hinder repair. The Chair suggested that the Parish Council write to the new WBC Chief Executive. ACTION: PC 
4. Mr Jones gave thanks to Cllr Friend for his support and involvement concerning CLF house development problems. However, youths are still breaching the security fence on the perimeter and causing vandalism. Mr Jones has reported this to local enforcement officer and the PCSO.  
5. Cllr Emery reported back to Mr Jones that the ownership of the car parking bay and pavement around Mathers Close was Muirs responsibility and not the Parish Council.
6. Mr Jones thanked WBC for their help with the new tarmac and the bus stop on Cinnamon Lane North. Also, thanked Cllrs Emery/Friend and Sheriden for their support of CBRA. 
7. Mr Jones stated that he has requested flashing lights on the traffic sign on Cinnamon Lane North and also attention for the vegetation around Emerald Bay property.
8. Mr Jones questioned the legal ownership of the car park at CBRA which is still unresolved. ACTION: SE

142/25-26: Minutes from the previous meeting

1. The previous meeting minutes were agreed as an accurate representation and were proposed by Cllr Friend and seconded by Cllr Emery.

[bookmark: _Hlk216774205]143/25-26: Previous meeting action points updates

1. Walking Day and UNESCO (JP) 119/25-26:1- ongoing
2. Kennedy Hall (JP) 138/25-26:2 – awaiting a response
3. Mr Tate and football (JP) 133/25-26:4 – extension given until end of June.
4. Volunteers/Marshalls and training for events (JP & DB) 133/25-26:3,4 - ongoing
5. Woolston Parish Council and Walking Day (SR) 133/25-26:3 – meeting being held on 31.03.26
6. VAT returns (JP) 134/25-26:1f – to be prioritised following AGAR submission
7. Policies on the website: (JP) 135/25-26:2 – completed with new ones to be agreed at this meeting 
8. Tipper wagons (JKB) 136/25-26:4
9. Brook rubbish removal (JP) 137/25-26:2 – awaiting the right PPE
10. Lease documentation (JP) 137/25-26:3 – Need to request the documentation from Steels solicitors. NEW ACTION: PC


144/25-26: Planning Matters

     1 Current planning applications and enforcement communications were noted

145/25-26: Events Working Group Report

1. Cllr Mansley reported back on the meeting of the Events Working Group. 
a. The Circus event is now being advertised. We need a few more councillors to volunteer to be present at a few of the performance. Action: PC.
b. It was advised that councillors undertake the online counter terrorism training. It is not onerous and Cllrs Warnock-Smith and Rydzkowski had already done this. ACTION: All
c. Cllr Mansley has created the poster for the firework display, and we just need to now confirm times with the provider. A fee of £2000.00 has been agreed. The working group had suggested a price of £5.00 per ticket with an estimated 1000 attendance. It is recognised that much work is required around this event and that we can use the forthcoming circus event as a trial and learning experience. ACTION: PC
d. No further detail concerning the Maters Rugby Tournament.
e. Hayden is going to present the 90’s themed music event to Full Council in May. 
f. Silcocks Pair is booked for the Fun Day and Cllr Ball was looking at the booking of a band.   

2. Cllr Bonsall reported back on Walking Day preparations. The health and safety elements of the event had been run past the WBC Event Advisory Board and they have reported back with some suggestions. Cllr Bonsall will work through these. Counter Terrorism actions were discussed. It was noted that Cllr Emery will be the ‘Event Control’ for the event. 
3. Cllr Emery stated that we have been approached by a group wanting to hold a Food and Craft Show on Bennetts Rec on 22nd and 23rd August and that if successful they may want to repeat for a Christmas Fair. It was agreed that we should pursue this. ACTION: PC

146/25-26: Finance and Staffing Report 

1. Cllr Warnock-Smith reported to the council various finance and staffing updates.
a. We are still waiting for PKF to get back concerning sanctions from last years AGAR submission. 
b. We have timeline for this year’s AGAR submission and it is expected that the initial AGAR submission will be given to council at the Annual Meeting in May for approval. Whilst we are confident that we will meet this year’s deadlines and be compliant we need to be aware that compliance, prior to September 2025, is uncertain. Notifications to the public will be made according to the legal boundaries. 
c. We have now completed a full risk asset register and this will be finalised and presented to the Finance and Staffing Committee in April. 
d. Two grant applications were discussed.
i. Friends of Longbarn Park – £375 approval was granted.
ii. Fearnhead Management Group (FMG): A full discussion took place concerning the allocation of funds to FMG. It was agreed that the foodbank spend (£7,000) be allocated as part of the FMG community grant, in order to ensure transparency and rigour in our financial processes. It was noted that the foodbank donations would still come direct to the council. It was proposed by Cllr Friend and seconded by Cllr Mansley and unanimously agreed by full council that £21,400 be awarded to FMG for their community activities and foodbank management. The payment would be in two tranches with FMG to report back on outcomes prior to the second payment. NOTE: Cllr Emery did not participate in these discussions or vote. 
e. Payment approvals were presented to members, and all were granted.
i. ChALC membership: c£1700.00
ii. Traffic Management (Walking Day): c£1740.00
iii. First Aid for Walking Day: c£1700.00
iv. IT support and monitoring: £29.40 p/m
v. Samba Band (Fun Day): £232.50
f. The current financial spreadsheet was given to councillors with Cllr Warnock-Smith confirming that the current balance was £43,625.85 with a projected year end expenditure of £225,127.00 and year end income of £212,712.00 giving a projected year end deficit of £12,414.00 


147/25-26: Policy Documents

1. The Parish Clerk reported they have now completed the following statutory policy documents and had sent them to councillors for advance reading. The following documents required Parish Council adoption… Business Continuity: Complaints: Grants: Press/Media: Web: Allowances: Social Media: Risk Register: Risk Assessment: Lone Working: Gifts. It was unanimously voted to adopt these policies, proposed by Cllr Mansley and seconded by Cllr Friend.  The Parish Clerk will now publish on the website. ACTION: PC

148/25-26: Ward Councillor Reports 

1. Cllr Friend discussed the fact that Padgate Community Centre had closed due to the flooring being unsafe. WBC looking at sorting this out. Cllr Emery reported that some community groups had not been informed. Cllr Emery has requested to WBC that it be reopened as soon as possible. 
2. Cllr Rydzkowski stated that the potholes were being repaired and that the system of reporting is working well. The planning breach on Birchdale Road was deemed not to be a breach. There was a traffic survey being undertaken at road junctions across Poulton South to assess bus reliability. 
3. Cllr Emery reported that the Impact Day on Vulcan and Valiant was very successful and it looked much better. Many residents attended. Another impact day was being organised. 
4. Cllr Emery suggested better working with Blackbrook Resident Association and that she had mentioned this to WBC officers. However, Taurus wanted a Tenants Association although that is now being redefined as Residents and Tenants Association. Blackbrook RA has been informed.  

149/25-26: Bennetts Recreation Ground

1. Planning permission application for the new build has been sent although there was an issue with the transfer of the payment. ACTION: PC
2. Remedial work on the road and trees will now commence as a result of the budget approval.
3. There are still issues regarding contact from Kennedy Hall. ACTION: PC
4. It was agreed that we need access to the deeds for the whole of Bennetts Recreation Ground. ACTION: PC

150/25-26: Parish Plan

     1. Cllr Gillham to bring to the next meeting.

The meeting ended at 21.00pm

 
Date and time of next meetings

Full Council Meeting: Monday 27th April at 19.00hrs.
Annual Parish Meeting: Tuesday 19th May at 19.00hrs
Parish Meeting: Tuesday 19th May at 18.00hrs
Finance and Staffing Committee: Monday 13th April at 19.00hrs




