
MINUTES OF MEETING OF POULTON WITH FEARNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 23rd February 2026

PART ONE – OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Present:  Cllr Sue Emery (Chair) 
Cllrs: Warnock-Smith/Mansley/Friend/Bonsall/Ball/Rydzkowski/Green/ Gillham/ Butler/ Knowles 

J. Perry (Parish Clerk- PC)

Apologies: Cllrs Kerr-Brown

129/25-26: Police reports

The police were not present. Members acknowledge their report. 

130/25-26: Questions from members of the public

1. Mr Jones highlighted some typos within the previous meeting minutes. The PC would resolve. ACTION: PC
2. Mr Jones requested an update on the bus stop/routes. Cllr Friend stated that they are waiting for the borough wide review before updates will be made.
3. Mr Jones stated that the 20-mph sign had now been repaired. 
4. Mr Jones stated that he had spoken again to highways on all of the issues and that the issues that were given reference numbers had been passed onto the relevant departments. 
5. Mr Jones asked for an update on 22 Cinnamon Lane and the parking. Cllr Friend reported that it was borough council land and that residents need to contact WBC directly.   

131/25-26: Minutes from the previous meeting

1. The previous meeting minutes were agreed as an accurate representation and were proposed by Cllr Friend and seconded by Cllr Warnock-Smith.

[bookmark: _Hlk216774205]132/25-26: Planning Matters

1. Current planning applications and enforcement communications were noted.

133/25-26: Events Working Group Report

1. Cllr Mansley reported back on the meeting of the Events Working Group. 
a. The Circus event is confirmed and being advertised. All H&S documents and public liability insurances have been received. The event will need two representatives from the Parish Council at each of the performances. Volunteers are required. The PC to send out a request. Cllr Bonsal suggested that some online training will be required and that she would contact Dave Vasey at WBC concerning this. Action: PC and Cllr Bonsall.
b. The first Event Working Group meeting was positive with Hayden from Rylands Masters interested in staging high profile events. 
2. Ian Jones presented a pitch for a firework display on Bennetts Recreation Ground. He suggested that there were 17,000 people within walking distance. A discussion took place concerning the size of event, pricing/costs, safety and insurances.  The Firework company would work off a percentage of ticket sales. The Parish Council would need to provide and pay for all costs. The Parish Clerk stated that we would be insured for this event as long as we carry out thorough risk assessments, comply with HSE guidance for fireworks, train the event volunteers and staff and ensure that third-party suppliers have their own Public Liability Insurance. Also, the capacity would need to be less than 2000 people. The suggested date for this event would be a Family Halloween Firework Event on Saturday 31st October. Discussion took place concerning a capacity of 1000 people with a ticket price of around £20.00 for a family. The timing for the whole event would be from 17.00pm to 19.30pm. The proposal for the Parish Council to hold a firework display was unanimously agreed. The PC would convene the Events Working Group to start preparations. ACTION: PC
3. Cllr Bonsall reported back on Walking Day preparations. The date is 20th June. Cllr Bonsall and Emery met with the schools and churches and there was some discussion around possible sponsorship. The first meeting with the marshals had taken place. Some new security jackets were required. Cllr Emery reported that there could be more schools and community groups involved this year. The Parish Clerk stated that the route would need to stay within the parish boundaries to maintain insurance cover. Cllr Bonsall was having discussions with Dave Vasey concerning road closures and barriers. More marshals are required and the request for volunteers was made. The Parish Clerk would send out an invite. ACTION: PC.  The Parish Clerk stated that he had written to Woolston Parish Council requesting some financial support but had not yet received a response. Cllr Rydzkowski asked for the email as he would chase up at the next Woolston Parish Council meeting. ACTION: PC. 
4. Cllr Emery asked about the situation concerning Mr Tate and the football sessions that he had planned. The PC stated that his contract for the container runs out on 1st April and that charges would start to be made after this date. This would signal intent to commence the football sessions. The Parish Clerk will contact Mr Tate to source more detail. ACTION: PC

134/25-26: Finance and Staffing Report 

1. Cllr Warnock-Smith repprted to the council various finance and staffing updates.
a. We are still waiting for PKF to get back concerning sanctions from last years AGAR submission. 
b. The new internal auditor (J D Henry) has started and is raising many challenging questions. However, because of this interrogation, we have already started some new processes to ensure compliance and transparency such as duel signing for online payments, authorisations for salary payments and audit procedures for food bank cash card transactions.
c. Cllr Knowles noted that the procedures for the food bank transactions were much improved. However, Cllr Knowles suggested that we looked towards making regular payments to the foodbank in the form of an ongoing grant: for example, ‘lump sum’ donations at agreed intervals, 3 or 4 times per year. This would improve budget planning and support an appropriately arm’s length arrangement. Cllr Warnock-Smith stated that this would be brought up at the next Finance and Staffing Committee. Action: PC/AWS
d. Cllr Warnock-Smith repeated that this year’s AGAR will still be relatively noncompliant as for most of the year we had no ‘proper’ procedures. However, it is hoped that the work completed since August will mitigate some of this. 
e. Two payroll submissions have now taken place via HMRC site. It is noted that following the updating of last year’s figures we had an outstanding payment over £4,500. We are still waiting to see how this year’s figures end up as we may face further outstanding charges.
f. VAT returns are still to be submitted going back two years. Action: PC
g. Cllr Warnock-Smith stated that the Parish Clerk’s six-month probationary period was coming to an end and that he and the Chair had met with the Parish Clerk to undertake a review. The review highlighted that whilst the clerk was employed for 20 hrs per week, he was working more than 30, to resolve some of the more pressing issues and that this could not continue. It was recognised by the Finance and Staffing Committee that the ‘issues’ were still pressing and that support was needed. It was agreed that for a four-month period the Parish Clerk would increase his hours to 25 and that an assistant would be engaged for 6hrs per week to undertake specific project-based tasks. This would be reviewed in May. It was proposed by Cllr Gillham and seconded by Cllr Butler that we offer the Parish Clerk a permanent role. This was unanimously agreed.
h. The current financial spreadsheet was given to councillors with Cllr Warnock-Smith confirming that the current balance was £79,112.00 with a projected year end expenditure of £220,026.00 and year end income of £212,840.00 giving a projected year end deficit of £7,186.00.  


135/25-26: Policy Documents

1. The Parish Clerk reported they have now completed the following statutory policy documents and had sent them to councillors for advance reading. Cllr Knowles asked the question concerning the content and was reassured by the Parish Clerk that all policies follow NALC guidance and best practice from other Parish Councils.  
2. The following documents required Parish Council adoption… Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct, Risk Management Policy, Risk Management Register Publication Scheme, Privacy Notice, Equality and Diversity Policy, Health and Safety Policy, Data Protection Policy, Asset Management Policy. It was unanimously voted to adopt these policies. The Parish Clerk will now publish on the website. ACTION: PC
3. Cllr Butler asked a question concerning the number of councillors required to be quorate as this was not mentioned within the standing orders. Cllr Friend stated that this would be at least one third (6) with a minimum requirement of no fewer than three members. The numbers for the Finance and Staffing Committee to be quorate is three.     

136/25-26: Ward Councillor Reports 

1. Cllr Emery sated that there will be a Vulcan and Valient Impact Day on 24th March. Longbarn Park have some corporate funding for the pond. She attended the Cinnamon Brow Residents Association with Mr Jones voted in as the Chair. Cllr Emery and Cllr Gillham had met with two members of Cinnamon Brow Residents Association to discuss some of their complaints about WBC and budgets and they left the meeting positively. 
2. Cllr Friend stated that his report feedback was covered in the previous discussion with the public. 
3. Cllr Gillham discussed the Impact Day and that current litter pickers are doing a great job. The Harpers Road sign had been replaced. 
4. Cllr Butler asked the question concerning the tipper wagons coming through Populars Road and that it needs looking at. The Chairs suggested that Ward Councillor John Kerr-Brown was the person to respond. ACTION: Cllr Kerr-Brown.
5. Cllr Rydzkowski referred to some of the planning updates given in the spreadsheet. The Secrtary of State had refused the five houses on Orford Road. The Tattoo Parlour had been refused and has gone to appeal. The planning for Birchdale Road was refused but they have stated work and that Cllr Rydzkowski has reported this. The potholes have been successfully repaired and some praise received from the public, although this has instigated more requests coming forward. The adopted road at Sandiford Estate is back on the agenda and he will keep us informed. 
6. Cllr Knowles reported back on the issues at Paddington House and the fact that no homeless people will be in residence by the end of March. This was positive news.    

137/25-26: Bennetts Recreation Ground

1. It is hoped that planning permission for the new build will be submitted soon.
2. The Parish Clerk brought to the members the fact that we had a complaint from the utility company (Cadent) concerning drainage at their site on Bennetts Recreation Ground. It transpires that the Parish Council leased this ground from WBC for 21 years from 24.11.2010. After site inspections with WBC and the Bennetts Recreation Ground Staff it appears that the ‘brook’ is not overflowing and contributing to this. However, the ‘brook’ does need some rubbish removal. Action: PC
3. The lease documentation does reveal some potential issues concerning ownership and liabilities. The Parish Clerk is to bring documentation to the next council meeting for review and discussion. Action: PC 


138/25-26: Any Other Business

1. Cllr Butler discussed the issues concerning the closure of roads around Bridgfoot and Kingsway
2. Cllr Warnock-Smith asked whether we had received a response form Kennedy Hall. The Parish Clerk stated that no response had been given.
3. Cllr Friend stated that the Parish Council was still two vacancies short.  

 
Date and time of next meeting

Full Council Meeting: Monday 30th March at 19.00hrs.
Finance and Staffing Committee: Monday 13th April at 19.00hrs




