MINUTES OF MEETING OF POULTON WITH FEARNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 27th October 2025

PART ONE – OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Present:  Cllr Warnock-Smith (Chair)
Cllrs:Butler/Green//Mansley/Mellor/Sheridan/Warnock-Smith/Gillham/Friend/Mellor/Ball/Rydzkowski
J. Perry (Parish Clerk)

Apologies: Cllrs Emery/Kerr-Brown/Knowles

89/25-26 New Member: The Chair welcomed new member Dee Bonsall and the relevant ‘Declaration of Acceptance to Office’ forms were now complete.

90/25-26 Police reports

1. The police were present, and it was noted by the Committee that this was appreciated. Therefore, the police report was given in person. Cllr Rydzkowski made the comment that it was good that the visits continued. The police report was noted. 

91/25-26 Questions from members of the public

1. Mr Jones thanked the Parish Council for their support for the poppies. These were now up around the parish and were being well received by members of the public. The Parish Council gave thanks to Mr. Jones for his work undertaking this role.
2. [bookmark: _heading=h.gt2s88q577wy]Mr. Jones requested an update on the issues surrounding Cinnamon Farm and a response from Cllr Friend to previous meeting Item 6 where he requested an explanation. Cllr Gillham noted that Cllr Emery had not yet visited as the timing was not appropriate. ACTION: Cllr Emery
3. Graham Friend noted that there were no updates on Gables Close and that he would chase up again. ACTION: Cllr Friend

92/25-26 Minutes of the previous meeting

1. Following some corrections from Mr Jones the relevant minutes were duly amended by the Parish Clerk and subsequently proposed by Cllr Butler and Cllr Friend approved the minutes from the last meeting.

93/25-26 Matters arising that are not on the agenda

None

94/25-26 Finance & Finance Committee

1. The finance report was presented and the contents noted. 

2. The AGAR notice to the public is due to expire at the end of this week. This is located in the library. The Clerk will contact PKF next week to discuss progress on getting this signed off. The Clerk is to put the AGAR onto the new website. We are waiting to hear back From PKF with regards to any issues. The chair would report back at the next meeting. ACTION: PC

3. It was noted that the balance is currently £212,117.00

[bookmark: _heading=h.2niefeguvyzp]4. The retention of records was discussed and the fact that the office has a significant amount of paperwork going back to the 1980’s. The Clerk presented information from National Association of Local Councils (NALC) and it was agreed that the Clerk would follow the recommendations from NALC. Any old records that are not required to be stored will be destroyed. ACTION: PC

5. The Parish Council only has one current bank account, and this contains a significant amount of money. This exposes the Parish Council and the Finance Committee agreed to explore an additional ‘interest’ account that still gave the Parish Council reasonable access to the finances. This proposal could generate up to £3,000 income in interest. ACTION: PC 

6. A discussion took place regarding HMRC and the fact that the Clerk cannot access any of the online systems, and therefore no returns have been made. However, the tax has been paid, with our reference numbers, so there is evidence that we have engaged and paid. The Clerk has written to HMRC to attempt to get online access. It is noted that we could get fined for none-submission. ACTION: PC

7. The following expenditure requests were granted. Christmas Tree: Clerk to order a 23ft tree: Budget £1500.00 (excluding lights installation). Fire/intruder alarms: Clerk to arrange the upgrade of the facilities: Budget £4000.00. Staff training and PPE: Clerk to arrange with the staff. Budget £1800.00. Phones: Clerk to arrange for mobile phones for all staff and possible lone working app subscriptions. ACTION: PC

8. The Clerk presented the Finance Committee with a preliminary image of the possible new garage/workshop/office building. This would be a prefabricated unit. The Clerk had obtained initial costs on a ‘basic’ model, and this was around £40,000. This was excluding the foundation/services costs. The Clerk proposed that a budget of £60/70,000 be set so that we could explore ‘future proofing’ the building. This was agreed, in principle, and was to be taken to Full Council. ACTION: PC

95/25-26 Website

1. A discussion took place about the new website and communications. It was agreed that the only email contact address given online would be that of the Clerk, who would filter information and questions to the Councillors. Cllr Mellor suggested that various community activities and initiative could be presented on the website. The Clerk stated that the website would, eventually, be populated with previous years meeting minutes. This is a lengthy process. ACTION: PC

96/25-26 Planning applications

1. Current planning applications were noted.

2. REF: Planning Application 2025/00714/FUL (Well Inked Tattoo Parlour) Cllr Rydzkowski proposed that the Parish Council ask Warrington Borough Council (WBC) to call this planning application in.  Cllr Butler and Cllr Mansley seconded this proposal. It is noted that Cllr Gillham and Cllr Friend were not involved in this discussion, as they are on Development Management Committee at WBC.  This objection needed to be listed by the following day. Parish Clerk  to action immediately. ACTION: PC

3. Mr Jones discussed the planning application for Cinnamon Farm as the building was deteriorating. Cllr Friend suggested that it had been inspected, but Mr Jones asked whether English Heritage had been contacted. Mr Jones said he would do this.

97/25-26 Borough Councillors’ Reports

Items from Councillors that can be discussed in public:

1. Cllr Rydzkowski reported that he’s been on an observation walkabout, with Cllr Knowles and the police around Bruce school particularly concerning issues around parking.

2. Cllr Rydzkowski also mentioned about the proposed development of Bruche School and that this was ongoing.

3. Cllr Rydzkowski and Cllr Knowles had discussed Jackson Avenue and Manchester Road and had asked for yellow lines to be installed as people were parking dangerously. The police agreed. WBC agreed to put some yellow lines on, however, they didn’t go long enough.  Cllr Rydzkowski and Cllr Knowles are waiting for WBC to get back to them. 

4. A discussion took place with regards to Poulton Tennis and Bowling Club in terms of what’s happened to the tennis. There was a suggestion that paddle tennis was going to get approved, but this application had not been submitted.  Mr James Tate (member of the public) suggested that he may put submit an application to further paddle tennis at this location. 

5. Cllr Friend discussed the proposed development of land just off Orford Road for five houses. Half of this land is within the Parish and this went to DMC, but did not get through.

6. Cllr Gillham talked about the campus and the fact that residents are reporting ongoing social behavior issues. The security guard on site is not contactable.

7. Cllr Gillham. reported a walkabout around the Vulcan and Valiant estate with Torus. There is still an issue with the demarcation of land between Torus and WBC. The litter picking in the area is going well.

8. Cll Gillham requested that members support a petition on wheelchair access.
Cllr Friend discussed the sports migration fund from Padgate Campus to Victoria Park and the fact that there’s nothing for around for our Parish. Cllr Gillham suggested that section 106 monies may impact here.


98/25-26 Bennett Recreation Ground

1. The new build was discussed under the Finance Committee section. A discussion took place regarding having a long-term plan for Bennetts Recreation and it was noted that the ‘foundation’ of the site needed to be in place first before the potential financial opportunities of the site could be fully explored. 

99/25-26 Any other business

1. The Christmas toy appeal was discussed and Cllr Mansley is going to share this on the Facebook page and send this detail through to the Clerk for the new website. ACTION: Cllr Mansley

2. Mr. Jones talked about the good work that Fearnhead Community Centre does following a conversation with Jen, the manager.

3. Cllr Bonsall was voted onto the Finance Committee.


Date and time of next meeting

Finance Committee Meeting: Monday 10th November at 19.00hrs
Full Council Meeting: Monday 17th November at 19.00hrs.






















