MINUTES OF MEETING OF POULTON WITH FEARNHEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 29th September 2025

PART ONE – OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Present:  Cllr Emery (chair) Cllrs:Butler/Green//Mansley/Mellor/Sheridan/Warnock-Smith/Gillham/Friend
J. Perry (Parish Clerk)

Apologies:  Cllrs Keer-Brown/Ball/Knowles/Rydzkowski

79/25-26 New Member: 

1. Sue Emery introduced a new member Dee Bonsall to adopt to the Parish Council. A vote took place with all present in favour. The correct forms will need to be completed together with the register of interests. JP to action

80/25-26 Police reports

1. The police were not present, but the report for Poulton South was obtained. It was noted that we seem to never get both reports together for meetings. JP was going to check. Jeff brought up the issue of the Birchwood Expressway with cars speeding on the right-hand lane. It was suggested that this was an issue for Birchwood, Town Council, and that JP would write to them to inform them of our concerns. JP to action

81/25-26 Questions from members of the public

1. Mr David Jones noted that a previous meeting minute should read 20mph and not 30 mph.
2. Mr Jones requested updates on Gables Close. Cllr Friend discussed the issue of a drop kerb and a tactile pavement. Cllr Friend reported that he hadn’t had anything back from Warrington Borough Council (WBC) with regards to this. Cllr Friend Council agreed to chase WBC.  GF to action
3. Cllr Friend reported that the bridge behind 51 Welsby Close is going to be replaced, but there is no date for this date. 
4. Mr Jones brought up the issue of funding for the poppies from the CBRA and the fact that a bid was declined. Mr Jones requested that the Parish Council make the donation of approximately £500. The chair suggested that the Finance Committee consider this. Mr. Jones would have to complete the right grant application form. The chair will send this form onto JP to work with Mr. Jones to complete. A discussion took place with regards to who would be responsible for placing and removing the poppies, Mr. Jones suggested that this can be done via the residence group. JP to action. 
5. Mr. James Tate a member the public brought the issue up with regards to the container on Bennetts Recreation Ground.  Mr Tate wishes to get things in place ready for his football sessions for next season. The chair indicated that the container still contained some equipment from Fearnhead Management Group (FMG) and that she would chase in order to get this equipment removed. Chair to action.
6. Mr. Jones brought up an issue concerning Cinnamon Lane North Farm. Cllr Friend was going to check as he had not been informed of any adjustments to the planning. Cllr Friend responded suggesting that he will seek the information. Mr. Jones further questioned why the Parish Council had not been informed of any adjustments to the planning. Cllr Gillham suggested that the Parish Council do not get this in terms of any adjustments and only the full planning permission. 

82/25-26 Minutes of the previous meeting

1. Agreed and seconded by SE/UG

83/25-26 Matters arising that are not on the agenda

1. Cllr Friend reported that Cinnamon Lane North drains have been cleaned out. Cllr Friend also noted that the grass has been cut back at Cinnamon Lane Farm and that potholes are repaired down Cinnamon Lane.

2. Cllr Butler stated that nothing has been done behind the field at the club. WBC cut the grass and although whilst the Parish Council own the land Torus have stated that we can’t put anything there as there is not enough room for football pitches. We own the car parks in this area. The chair suggested that there was an issue with the lease for CBCA and there was a need to explore whether a negotiated settlement with the CBCA regarding using the car park for drop off at the school. The chair is to continue exploring this. Chair to action. 

84/25-26 Finance & Finance Committee

1. The finance report was presented and the contents noted. 

2. AWS reported that there have been some issues with regards to the AGAR submission, and that the regulations need to be followed. This is particularly concerning with regards to the lack of a Parish Council website and the failure to display notice for public to view the AGAR. The Parish Clark has now arranged for the AGAR to be available at Padgate library and a notice has been placed in the noticeboard directing members of the public to this. It is also noted that the AGAR
submission is subject to investigation due to a member of the public raising some issues. The Parish Clark is due to discuss this with PKF Littkejohn (PKF) later this week. AWS went through the spreadsheet and discussed several of the recent payments. It was noted that the new Parish Clark had concerns with regards to payment for the food bank, and it was agreed that temporary preloaded cash cards be made available as an interim measure in order to ensure safety and transparency with regards to our finances going forward. The FMG will require a formal grant to be given, which will include payments for the operation of the food bank. JP to action.

3. AWS reported the potential issues with regards to tree maintenance, and the fact that there is no insurance for this. In the meantime, public notices are needed to go round the Woodlands to warn people of the issues and dangers of walking in dense woodland. JP to action.

4. A discussion was held with regards to the new website, and the Parish Clark reported that progression will be made following this week and the issue of our new domain name. Cllr Sheridan was going to look at some pictures from the Walking Day that we could use as our header page and get back to JP. Cllr Sheridan to action. It was noted that Cllr Mansley is running the Facebook page and that there will need to be some synergy between the new website and the Facebook. JP to action.

5. Cllr AWS reported that the new Parish Clark has been booked on a course to update knowledge regards to employment legislation. 

6. The chair reported that a new barbecue was required and the Finance Committee agreed a budget of around £675. The Parish Clerk and Dougie we’re going to explore the purchase of this. JP to action.

7. A discussion was held with regards to the forthcoming preset application. Cllr Butler commented that had discussed this with the Parish Clerk the previous week and they had looked at all of the relevant spreadsheets. It was agreed together with the chair of the Finance Committee that this year’s precept would be instrumental in how the Parish Council goes forward, particularly considering some capital projects that are required, such as the new garage and tree maintenance work. Cllr Gillham stated that we have one of the lowest precepts in the Borough, particularly considering that we have management responsibility for a community asset. 

8. The Chair is in discussion with a builder to obtain a ‘ballpark figure’ for the demolishment and reconstruction of a garage/workshop/office. This is so members of the Finance Committee can consider a way forward, both financially and from a project management perspective. It was proposed that the precept and discussion around the capital project to be held at the next Finance Committee, and then brought forward to Full Council. Cllr Friend suggested that it’s within reason to increase our precept one year for the capital project and then reduce it the following year. The chair suggested that the builder, Chris Catalini and the Parish Clerk, meet to discuss the interim position. It was noted by members of the committee that any expenditure for this project would need to go out to formal tender. JP to action.

85/25-26 Planning applications

1. Current planning applications were noted.

86/25-26 Borough Councillors’ reports

Items from Councillors that can be discussed in public:

1. Cllr Gillham stated that there is no play equipment on parks for disabled children and that she was working with the local MP with regards to this.

2. Cllr Gillham also stated that there is a consultation on the WBC website with regards to HMO‘s.  Cllr Gillham has objected to the fact that this has a limited geographical scope. 
3. Cllr Gillham also made the suggestion that members of the public were perhaps not happy with the new suggestion of waste food bins. Cllr Friend made the point that the recycling of food required by law. The Chair echoed what was reported by Cllr Gillham. 
 
4. The Chair noted the ongoing issue at Kilsyth Close regarding the ditch.
 
5. The Chair reported that the public were getting in touch in regards to potholes and issues with trees. WBC Councillors have been given a new form to be completed to log the public concerns. 

6. Cllr Friend reported that there was no mention of flooding in the area after the recent rains although Cllr Butler stated that there was some flooding by the railway bridge near the King and Queen.

87/25-26 Bennett Recreation Ground

1. The Chair reported that we have been getting some assistance from Appleton Thorne Prison and that this is going well. The Chair suggested that we could possibly do an impact day with them The Chair also reported that some members of the staff at Bennetts Rec are doing really well and are well received by the public. 

2. A discussion was held in regards to a company that may wish to sponsor a van for us, as we currently hire from WBC and this can cause issues, particularly if there is a problem with the van, as it means that our staff are unable to complete their work. The Chair is going to continue to explore this possibility and report back. Chair to action.

3. The Fun Day raised approximately £665 pounds but cost £650 pounds to put on. However, the Fun Day is not designed as profit making exercise as the benefits for the local organisations justify the time and cost. It was suggested that this year’s Fun Day was not as well organised as in previous years due to time constraints across the team. It was stated that more volunteers would be necessary for next year. All Councillors agreed that good feedback from the community was received. It was also noted that the Chair does an excellent job with regards to this event.

88/25-26 Any other business

1. Mr Jones commented about the information the public receive about future meetings. It was noted that the new website would resolve some of these issues although better notices in the notice board were also required. JP to action.

2. It was agreed to hold both the Finance Committee and the Full Council on the same day (Monday 27th October) so that the precept and capital project costs could be discussed and then presented. The Chair stated that she had a meeting on that day but will join the Finance Committee, which will start at 18.00hrs, ASAP.

3. Cllr Butler suggested about the firework night, moving to Bennetts Recreation Ground. However, after discussion it was decided that this would be inappropriate and a challenge for the Parish Council. The Chair is going to find out the date for this. Chair to action.

Date and time of next meeting

Finance Committee Meeting: Monday 27th October at 18.00hrs
Full Council Meeting: Monday 27th October at 19.00hrs.

End 20.47hrs





















